




Welcome to the first issue of Club Traveler Magazine for 2026! This year is already off to an incredible 
start. In January, we kicked things off at the Hilton Grand Vacations Tournament of Champions in 
Orlando, and in March, we celebrated the opening of Tradimo Kyoto Gojo, a Hilton Grand Vacations 
Club in Japan’s cultural heart.

Thank you for trusting us with your most meaningful travel moments. Helping you create extraordinary 
memories is a privilege that continues to inspire every Team Member across our organization.

The Hilton Grand Vacations Tournament of Champions, held from January 29 to February 1 at the Lake 
Nona Golf & Country Club, remains one of my favorite events of the year. Paired with our growing 
collection of HGV Ultimate Access experiences, it reflects our commitment to thoughtfully curated, one-
of-a-kind moments. A new digital platform to explore and reserve these events will launch later this 
year, so stay tuned for details.

We also continue to expand the ways Members discover new destinations. Our Local Picks video series 
brings destinations to life through the eyes of the Team Members who know them best. In our latest 
installment, we head to Honolulu to explore local favorites that capture the true spirit of the island.

Speaking of new destinations, take a look at our current selection of Hosted Trips. These curated 
experiences help Members explore the world through transformative, small‑group journeys led by 
expert hosts who plan every detail around discovery and connection. The upcoming 2027 Hosted Trips 
itineraries will feature culturally rich destinations and bucket‑list landscapes designed to inspire deeper 
exploration.

In addition, we’re equally excited about MyExplorer+, your AI‑powered travel companion on the 
unified Member website. By learning your preferences and interests, it recommends destinations and 
experiences you may not have considered — helping you uncover trips that match your travel style.

When inspiration turns into a travel plan, we offer protection options designed to provide flexibility 
should the unexpected arise and you need to cancel your reservation. You can add these options 
when booking or afterward, allowing you to travel with confidence knowing you have support if 
circumstances change.

As you look toward your next getaway, this issue is filled with inspiration — from sun-soaked water 
escapes to mountain adventures and some of the world’s most iconic cities.

Fresh Upgrades For Club Traveler
This year, we’re introducing several refreshed and expanded departments designed to bring you even 
more inspiration.

“Tasting Notes” now explores global cuisine through the lens of culture and tradition — beginning with 
an exploration of Japanese flavors in honor of the opening of Tradimo Kyoto Gojo. “Eat, Play, Stay” 
offers beautifully curated snapshots of how to fully experience a single destination, starting with Vail, 
Colorado, in this issue. Finally, “Pindrop Destinations” highlights standout locales and hidden gems — 
with Cannes taking center stage this month.

Smooth Sailing
Our cover story, “Making Waves,” invites you to dive into unique boating experiences around 
the world, from England’s canal boats to catamaran cruising around Hawaii’s Big Island. With an 
expanding portfolio of exceptional properties, there are countless ways to enjoy the water from a new 
perspective.

Adventure Awaits
For those craving an active escape, “The Wander List: Grouse Mountain” takes you step‑by‑step through 
Vancouver’s legendary climb — from forested beginnings to breathtaking summit views. And in 
“Postcard From New Orleans,” we spotlight the sights, sounds and flavors that define the Big Easy.

Whether you’re a longtime reader or new to Club Traveler Magazine, we hope this issue inspires you 
to explore, connect and savor everything HGV has to offer. Hearing from Owners and Members about 
their journeys is something I value deeply. Thank you for being part of the Hilton Grand Vacations 
family — we look forward to helping you create unforgettable vacation memories in 2026 and beyond!

Derek De Salvia
Executive Vice President & Chief Customer Officer
Hilton Grand Vacations



Tasting Notes:
Japan on the Plate
From temple-lined streets in Kyoto to neon-lit dining counters in Las Vegas, 
Honolulu and Orlando, Japanese cuisine continues to evolve and inspire. At its 
heart is Kyoto — Japan’s cultural capital — where centuries-old techniques meet a 
new generation of chefs reimagining local ingredients with a fresh perspective. To 
mark the opening of our new property in the city, we explore the people, places 
and philosophies shaping Japanese dining today, at home and abroad. Discover 
where to eat, what to try and why Kyoto remains the starting point for it all.











From laid-back pontoons in Miami to the slow canal 
cruises in rural England and the ritzy on-board 
luxury of a Caribbean cruise, Hilton Grand Vacations 
opens the door to boating adventures worth 
climbing aboard.

Traveling by water offers a completely different way 
to experience the world, sharpening the senses and 
bringing destinations into view from lesser-explored 
angles. Whether you imagine yourself skimming 
across turquoise seas or drifting through centuries-
old waterways, there’s a waterborne adventure to 
match every mood.













Order Cocktails at Carousel Bar
Part drinking establishment, part fairground ride, 
the legendary Carousel Bar at Hotel Monteleone has 
been a New Orleans staple since 1949, and it’s just 
as enchanting today. After grabbing a spot at the 
revolving 25-seat bar, the traditional order is a Vieux 
Carré whiskey cocktail. The real trick? Making each 
drink last a full 15-minute turn and recognizing when 
your head starts spinning faster than the bar.



Wander the French Quarter
Set aside a few hours to stroll through New Orleans’ 
celebrated Gallic grid, with its labyrinthine lanes, 
tightly packed Creole townhouses, wrought-iron 
balconies and tranquil courtyards. Take in the stately 
St. Louis Cathedral and lively Jackson Square before 
browsing the quirky shops and street performers 
along Royal Street — and the unique arts and crafts 
of the historic 18th-century French Market.



Savor New Orleans Classics at 
Brennan’s

Serving delicious Creole-inspired food for more 
than 75 years, Brennan’s is a true French Quarter 
icon. Situated in its signature pink building on Royal 
Street, the restaurant is famed not only for local 
delicacies like Eggs Sardou and turtle soup, but also 
as the birthplace of bananas foster, a fiery Louisiana 
treat flambéed tableside for you.



Ride the Garden District Streetcars
You could easily spend an entire day riding New 
Orleans’ iconic streetcars, but the leafy avenues of 
the Garden District are a particular treat. Hop on 
and off among the grand homes and hip boutiques 
before stopping for lunch at the legendary 
Commander’s Palace on Washington Avenue. Here 
you’ll find haute Creole cuisine served to live jazz 
music in a stunning Victorian mansion.



Bite Into Beignets at Café du Monde
New Orleanians love their sugar-dusted beignets: 
hot, soft, square-shaped donuts without a hole. 
The classic place to enjoy them is Café du Monde 
on Decatur Street, which has been frying up these 
sweet treats since 1862. They come in orders of 
three and are best paired with rich, dark-roasted 
chicory coffee.

Admire the Bywater Street Art
Thanks to a recent influx of artists and creatives, the 
formerly run-down Bywater enclave is now one of 
the hippest neighborhoods in town. Wander through 
the riverside streets in search of vibrant murals, 
stenciled poems and abstract designs that bring the 
district’s colorful spirit to life.



Indulge in New Orleans’ Signature Cuisine

No trip to New Orleans is complete without trying the 
city’s most iconic dishes. Start with a po’boy at Parkway 
Bakery and Tavern, one of the oldest purveyors of this 
beloved sandwich invented for striking streetcar workers 
in the 1920s. The overstuffed fried shrimp and gravy-
soaked roast beef versions are local legends. Then head 
to Heard Dat Kitchen in Central City for gumbo — the 
rich Louisiana stew brimming with shrimp, chicken, 
sausage and “a crazy amount of spices.” While you’re 
there, don’t miss the lobster mashed potatoes and 
barbecue shrimp fries.

Pay Your Respects at Preservation Hall
A mecca for music lovers, Preservation Hall has been 
showcasing traditional New Orleans jazz for more than 
60 years. The intimate music hall on St. Peter Street is 
one of the city’s most beloved, hosting several 45-minute 
performances a day — and it’s a sight to behold in full 
flow. Just remember your dancing shoes: It’s hard to sit 
still in this place.



Experience the Nightlife of
Frenchman Street

While Bourbon Street may be more famous (and 
raucous), locals flock to Frenchman Street for its 
authentic music-driven bar scene and artsy cocktail 
lounges. Located in the Marigny neighborhood, it’s 
lively and endlessly strollable. Follow the music and 
laughter to iconic venues like The Spotted Cat and 
Snug Harbor, or browse the nightly Frenchmen Art 
Bazaar, an open-air market showcasing local artists.



Unwind in the Heart of City Park
The beloved vast green oasis is known for its ancient 
live oak trees draped in lichen and scenic lagoons. 
It’s also home to the New Orleans Museum of Art, 
Sculpture Garden, Botanical Gardens and family 
attractions like Carousel Gardens and Storyland.







Pindrop Destination: Cannes

La Cantine Provençale

As the French seaside icon celebrates the 80th 
anniversary of the Cannes film festival, we put the 

spotlight on the best places to go

Words by Rick Jordan         Illustration by Antoine Corbineau

Every May, the glamorous Mediterranean town rolls out the red carpet for its world-famous film 
festival, which will be popping Champagne for a landmark 80th anniversary in 2026. But Cannes 
keeps its A-list glow year-round. At its heart is the palm-lined Boulevard de la Croisette, with 
storied palace hotels on one side and white-sand beaches on the other — the perfect setting for a 
spring or summer escape by the sea. Here are our highlights (tuxedos not required).

It’s possible to spend a small fortune dining out in Cannes, 
but La Cantine — opened just a few years ago with chef 
Atanas Mindev at the helm — is a charming little bistro 
that won’t break the bank. Slide into a seat at one of the 
banquettes inside or a cane chair on the terrace and 
choose from an artful menu that stirs up Mediterranean 
ingredients like fennel, lamb, sea bass and figs. Save space 
for the chestnut tiramisu dessert.



Le Chemin des Étoiles

La Malmaison

Quille

Hollywood has the Walk of Fame, but Cannes has 
the Path of Stars. Set in bronze on the sidewalk near 
the Palais de Festivals, its cast list features almost 
400 hand prints and the signatures of those who 
have dazzled at the film festival over the decades. 
It’s your chance to high-five (well, low-five) Quentin 
Tarantino, Nicole Kidman and legendary French 
actress Catherine Deneuve.

Reopened in 2025 after a lavish renovation, the 
gallery has a mission to place Cannes on the global 
art stage. Set in a creamy Belle Époque villa, it hosts 
a variety of contemporary exhibitions — until May, 
floral works by French artist Carole Benzaken — 
along with painterly views of the bay and Croisette 
from the rooftop café.

This little bar and “cave” (a French wine store) is the 
passion project of three friends, led by sommelier 
Pascal Paulze. All are happy to share their knowledge 
of southern French wines — from grand crus to 
obscure natural wines — preferably with a plate of 
truffle croques or Galician sardines to hand.



Marché Forville

La Suquet

Le Vieux-Port

To get a sense of Provence’s rich food traditions, 
head to the market, which has been a gathering 
place for locals since the 1930s. Take your time: 
Stalls are piled high with local specialties such as 
socca (a chickpea flatbread) along with vine peaches, 
oysters and stuffed courgette flowers. Don’t forget 
to stop for a glass of rosé before you leave.

Long before Cannes became a global glam 
icon, it was a little-known fishing village, and La 
Suquet was its epicenter. Today, it’s still the most 
atmospheric place to explore cobbled streets lined 
with boutiques (don’t miss Made in Provence for 
lavender soap and artisanal gifts), bars and bursts of 
bougainvillea. Climb to the 11th-century monastery-
turned-museum for panoramic sunset views. 

A-list stars may be elusive, but at the marina 
you’ll easily spot visiting superyachts, the 
divas of the waves. Big-ticket events like the 
Régates Royales and the Yachting Festival are 
sailing season highlights, while ferries make 
daily crossings to the nearby Lérins Islands. 
Head to Ile Sainte-Marguerite for quiet coves 
for swimming, Mediterranean pine forests 
and the storied fort linked to the “Man in the 
Iron Mask.” 



My Boule

Where to Stay

La Môme Plage

With a sunshine-yellow interior that resembles 
a beach umbrella, the ice-cream parlor and 
coffee shop draws a devoted following. Regulars 
happily line up for signature flavors like Fraise 
Melba, featuring homemade strawberry coulis 
and meringue, and Pistache Royal, finished with 
caramelized sprinkles.

Set in the pretty hilltop village of Mougins, 
once home to Picasso, the terracotta-
hued Le Club Mougins makes an ideal 
base from which to explore Cannes — 
just a 15-minute drive away — and the 
beaches of the Côte d’Azur. Bring back 
market provisions to the self-catering 
Suites, which have balconies overlooking 
the surrounding hills, and cool off in the 
outdoor pool. Le Club Mougins is your French Riviera home away 

from home

For classic Riviera glamour, this beach club is set on 
its own private sands and pier, with a design inspired 
by vintage Riva boats and Slim Aarons photographs. 
Settle into a sun lounger, people-watch through 
your sunglasses and indulge in sushi rolls, king-
prawn risotto and plenty of caviar — all with the 
Mediterranean as your backdrop.



1. Our Community Continues To Grow

2. More Rebranded Resorts Prepare for Unveiling

3. Discover More Through HGV Max

HGV has expanded significantly over the past five years, thanks to two major acquisitions: 
Diamond Resorts in 2021 and Bluegreen Vacations in 2024. These additions bring even 
more Owners and Members into the HGV family and expand our resort portfolio around 
the world. With this growth comes major benefits: more value, flexibility and more ways 
to travel than ever before.

We’re continuing our multi-year rebranding of Bluegreen Vacations and former Diamond 
Resorts properties. Some of the latest rebranded sites to open include Lodge Alley Inn, a 
Hilton Vacation Club and King 583, a Hilton Vacation Club, both in Charleston’s historic 
downtown.

And the excitement doesn’t stop in the United States — Europe is next. A selection of 
beloved European properties will proudly unveil their new HGV identities later this year. 
Get ready for inspiring reveals coming soon.

Members with HGV Max benefits enjoy access to an expanded portfolio of properties, 
including Bluegreen Vacation Club resorts, with more on the way in 2026 and beyond. 
Members can also take advantage of an extended booking window that allows 
reservations up to seven months before check-out, making it easier to secure your 
preferred resorts and travel dates.



4. Elevate Your Stays With HGV Ultimate Access
Unforgettable experiences can take a vacation to the next level. With HGV Ultimate 
Access, Members can elevate their trips with once-in-a-lifetime events. Picture yourself 
behind the scenes at major sporting events like NASCAR and the Hilton Grand Vacations 
Tournament of Champions. Or book seats for an exclusive private concert featuring 
artists such as Chris Lane and Ashley Cooke.

HGV Ultimate access also offers bespoke culinary evenings and exclusive Member 
cruises — enhance your next vacation now. And stay tuned for a new digital platform to 
explore and reserve these events launching later this year!

5. Explore Even More With Travel Services Benefits
Enhance every trip with a variety of convenient, points-eligible travel benefits, including 
car rental, airfare options and personalized itinerary planning.

Last year, we introduced Hosted Trips for all HGV and Bluegreen Members, curated 
journeys ranging from a cowboy adventure in the American West to a cultural escape 
along the French Riviera. Look out for additional trips available for 2027.

Looking for a memorable family getaway? Members in the premium tiers can book can book a 
remarkable collection of exclusive and private luxury villas, resorts and boutique properties.

6. Hit the Water With Boatsetter
Members can now make waves on their next vacation with Boatsetter, a leading boat 
rental platform offering exclusive access to a curated selection of vessels across the 
United States and Mexico. From luxury catamarans in Honolulu to yacht cruises along the 
Carolina coast, 2026 is your chance to make it a year on the water.

7. Travel Planning Made Easy
Planning your next vacation is easier than ever on the HGV Member website. The 
HGV MyExplorer+ personalized search tool learns your preferences — from past stays 
to favorite destinations — and recommends trips tailored to you. Combined with our 
new intelligent chatbot, finding and booking your ideal vacation is now faster and more 
intuitive. HGV MyExplorer+ is available to Members on club.hiltongrandvacations.com.

8. A New Club Traveler Experience
We’ve refreshed our bimonthly Club Traveler newsletter for 2026 to bring you an even 
more streamlined and inspiring experience. The redesigned Club Traveler Member 
Update brings essential Club news and timely tips and insights to help you get the most 
from your membership. Each update is designed to highlight what’s new, what’s changing 
and what opportunities are available to enhance your travel experiences. Make sure to 
bookmark the Club Traveler Member Update to stay informed on everything happening 
across HGV.



MEMBER BENEFIT



CHOOSE FROM CURATED TRIPS ACROSS ASIA, EUROPE, CANADA, 
THE UNITED STATES AND MORE

Greece

Iceland

Italy

Holland

Japan

Alaska

United Kingdom
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Terms and conditions

HGV Ultimate Access events start at $49, prices may vary depending on the specific event (valued between $500-$1500). Guests must attend a membership review or 
timeshare sales presentation after the event, during their same stay. If you do not attend the membership review or timeshare sales presentation, the retail value of the 
event may be charged to your credit card. HGV Ultimate Access events are subject to availability, nontransferable and subject to change without notice. Offer dates may 
change due to event availability. Offers may not be used in conjunction with any other



Enjoy more stories and discover new
destinations with Club Traveler

magazine.clubtraveler.com

https://magazine.clubtraveler.com/
https://magazine.clubtraveler.com/

